
English – Year 6 The Alchemist's letter 

Watch the short animation clip. Here are 3 different links for the same clip: 

Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/the-alchemists-letter.html  

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXbf0QSiLv4&t=4s 

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/125527643 

 

This is the story that her father told, about a machine that could turn any metal into gold. 

To power the device he fed it his own memories. He had a family but in his quest for gold 

he abandoned them.  

After the alchemist's death the son returned home to the house he once knew as a child.  

Here is some background about the story: 

The prologue is narrated by a small girl, the main story is told in the form of a letter read 

by The Alchemist, Nicholas, played by John Hurt, to his son Verideon.  
 

As he reads the letter we see the son exploring his estranged father's workshop.  The 
machinery is beautiful and filled with its creators strongest and most precious 

memories.   We find out that the Alchemist abandoned his family and subsequently 

regretted it.   
 
It is with this regret that Nicholas sabotages his own machine and Verideon decides not to use 
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the machine for his own gains.  Verideon heeded his father's words and returned home to 

his daughter - to make more memories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The machine burns memories as fuel, describe which memories you would burn first.  Which 

memories would you want to save the most and why? Why did the machine break?  What 
matters more than gold? 

Now remember to read through the independent learning sheets as these contain lots of tasks 
for you to do about this story. 

Extra Challenge: 

1. Write a description of the opening scenes.  Describe the outside of the cottage and compare 

with the inside.  

2. Rewrite the story as a narrative using a range of narrators.  
3. Write a description of the machine, painting a picture with words and showing the sense 

of awe that that Verideon has.  

 


